
Road Safety

A defensive driver is able to foresee or recognize in advance, potentially hazardous situations so as to allow time to safely maneuvers past them.  He assumes that other drivers may make mistakes and is always on guard in the event an error is made.  A defensive driver also scans or searches ahead of what is immediately in front so as to have advance warning of approaching hazards.

Driving Tips: 

· Learn to recognize driving situations that can be hazardous.

· Assume other drivers will make mistakes. 

· Adjust speed, position, direction and attention to be able to maneuver safely if a hazard develops. 

· Scan far enough ahead to be able to react safely to approaching situations. 

· Scan frequently to the side and rear for passing or approaching vehicles. 

· Scan thoroughly before changing speed or direction. 

You do not have the “right of way” till the other party gives way – even in a controlled junction, if you drive defensively.  Generally, the driver who arrives last gives right-of-way to those who were already there.  You give right-of-way when entering traffic.  You give right-of-way when turning right in front of approaching traffic.  You give right-of-way when changing lanes.  You move into your intended path or direction only after you are assured you will not be in conflict with other traffic.  This requires skills and judgment, especially overtaking.  This often results in conflict with some impatient drivers that take risks and assume other drivers will compensate for their behavior.

Driving Tips: 

· Do not force other drivers to brake or steer because of your obstructive move into their path. 

· Assume other drivers will not see you and avoid you when you maneuver into their path. 

· Move into your intended path or direction only after you are assured you will not be in conflict with other traffic. 

· Before you overtake, check to ensure no one is overtaking you as well. 

· Assume the driver in front of you doesn't know you are overtaking.  That driver may pull to the right to pass a vehicle in front or make a right turn. 

· If the vehicle you are trying to overtake speeds up, let it go.  Don't get into a dangerous race. 

· Don't take risks.  If in doubt, don't pass. 

· Signal your intentions early. 

Safety Moment


